
 

Announcing the 2005 - 2006 
B.E.S.T. Grants 

Authors Alive!          K – 2 
Enrichment Resources for Special Education     K-2 
Picasso People           K – 2 
 Partially funded by John T. Hoover/Yeakel Memorial Fund 
Talking Technology: Reaching all Readers with Interactive Books      K – 2 
 Partially funded by the Founder’s Fund  
Wiz Kids on the Web          K - 2 
Graph Club: Graphing to Increase Mathematical Communication   3 & 4 
Soar to Success         3 & 4 
Time for Kids          3 
Matching Books with Students (Phase II)      5&6 
Kamishibai – Staging the Story       6 & 3 
 Funded by Harriet Ernst Endowment Fund 

  
Grant details on reverse side 

 
Each year the Boxford Elementary School’s Trust, Inc. (B.E.S.T.) raises money for curriculum-enrichment programs in Cole and 
Spofford Pond schools through fundraisers and donations, including gifts from corporations, foundations and individual donors.    
In academic years 1997 through 2006, B.E.S.T. has contributed $170,000 to our schools to support learning in grades PreK-6. 
B.E.S.T. is an all-volunteer organization whose members give generously of their time and talents. 
 
B.E.S.T. thanks all of our generous supporters who have made the Annual Grant Fund, the Harriet Ernst Endowment Fund, the 
Founders’ Fund and the STAR teacher program so successful.  We especially thank the families of Boxford – without your 
support we would not have the resources to bring these valuable programs to our schools. 
 

 
Foundations: Anonymous, The Forest Foundation  
In-Kind Donations: Flowers by Steve, Merriam Vineyards, Site-Boutique, The Walters Family 
Homeowners' Directory Advertisers:  

 
PLATINUM 
Eagle Tribune Publishing Co.  978-946-2000 
Howell Design & Build  978-989-9440 
Gwen Washburn, Hunneman-Coldwell Banker 
    978-887-6536 
 
GOLD 
Carole Kitchen & Bath Design – 781-933-3339 
 
SILVER 
Beaulieu Cabinetry - 603-382-4038  
B&G Cabinet - 978-465-6455 or 603-772-4440  
Blue Basil Restaurant & Catering - 978-887-8122  
Floor Store - 978-356-1954 
Grounds Corp Landscaping - 978-887-9888 
 
 

 
SILVER (Cont.’d) 
Interiors by Decorating Den - 978-376-1583 
JW Designs - 978-887-5500  
Merriam Vineyards - 978-352-8155  
Benjamin Nutter Architects - 978-887-9836  
ND Landscaping - 978-352-5400 
O'Connor Law Firm - 978-887-5580 
Prudential North Shore Realty - 978-887-  
Site-Boutique Web & Graphic Design - 978-352-
2937  
SOS Home Systems - 978-887-8341 
Soucy Insurance Agency - 800-464-7077 
Village Woodworking Shop - 978-887-2893  

 
Grant Sponsor Program Participants: Anonymous, Eagle Tribune Publishing, The Forest Foundation, Howell 
Design & Build, Gwen Washburn, Hunneman-Coldwell Banker, Carole Kitchen & Bath Design 
 



 

  

 



2005 - 2006 B.E.S.T. Grants in Detail 
 
Authors Alive! – As part of B.E.S.T.’s continued commitment to bringing children’s authors to our schools, Author Stephen 
Krensky will visit Cole School for one day.  He will give individual presentations to grades K, 1 and 2, discussing his life as an 
author/illustrator and sharing his insights into the process of writing, creating and illustrating books. Mr. Krensky, who has 
visited Cole School in the past, is the author of an array of books, from picture books and easy readers to chapter books. 
   
Enrichment Resources for Special Education – Students who use the three Resource Rooms plus the Speech and Language 
therapy room will benefit from a significant increase in the variety and type of learning activities that will be made available 
through this grant.  Opportunities will be provided to work with peers while focusing on local goals and state frameworks. 
 
Talking Technology: Reaching all Readers with Interactive Books – Literacy is a critical focus for teachers at Cole School.  
Reading is essential for students to become successful, life-long learners.  The subscription service Reading a-z.com is an 
interactive website that supports Cole’s literacy program.  Unlimited copies of books, activities and assessments are as close as 
the nearest printer.  Last year, B.E.S.T. funded a pilot group of 9 teachers and staff.  Based on the success of last year’s pilot 
group, these tools will be offered to all Cole School staff. 
 
Wiz Kids on the Web – A year-long subscription to iknowthat.com will support Cole School’s curriculum in language arts, math, 
social studies and science.  This web site offers multiple activities to reach all levels of learners and it will be available as a 
resource to all teachers in grades K-2.  In addition, children will have access to iknowthat.com in computer lab, in the classroom 
and at home.  Teachers will be able to track students’ activities and accomplishments on the site. 
 
Picasso People  – Picasso’s masterpieces and biography will come alive for Cole School K-2 students in the wonderful, live 
performance.  Picasso People is an innovative, educational experience that involves costumes, music, mime and puppetry.  This 
up close and personal lesson in art history will inspire the students in discussions about cubism and abstraction.  Picasso’s 
creativity will then influence the students’ own masterpieces! 
 
Using Graphs to Increase Mathematical Communication – A new software package, the Graph Club Deluxe 2.0, provides an 
interactive approach to graphing, making graphs more engaging and meaningful.  Now students in grades 3 & 4 will benefit 
from this technology.  The Graph Club incorporates graphing into math, social studies, science and language arts.  
 
Time for Kids – All third graders will enjoy a subscription to TIME FOR KIDS this year.  The magazine provides fun, 
interesting and educational material based on topical events in science, social studies, and math. 
 
Soar to Success – This small group reading intervention program will help third and fourth grade students accelerate their 
reading abilities by using authentic literature, reciprocal teaching and graphic organizers.   
 
Matching Books with Children (Phase II) – In order to provide effective instruction to all students, teachers must know and 
understand the instructional reading levels of their students throughout the year.  This grant provides the materials to help 
teachers assess skills of students in grades 5 & 6, and match them with the appropriate texts and materials in order to move them 
to their next stage of learning.  Last year, BEST awarded this grant for use in grades 3 & 4. 
 
Kamishibai – Staging the Story - Story telling is an oral history that provides a window into life in many ancient cultures. This 
grant uses the traditional Japanese story stage to encourage students at every reading level to be more literate, imaginative and 
self-confident.  The sixth graders will create literature-rich story cards with illustrations then they will share their finished stories 
with the third grade classes by performing on stage. 
 
 
 

 
www.boxfordbest.org 


